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UM FILM FESTIVAL FEATURES ENGAGING MATH TOPICS
MISSOULA -
Those interested in tickling the left sides of their brains with new knowledge 
should attend the eighth annual Math Film Festival at The University of Montana.
The festival will be held from 3:10 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 17, in the third- 
floor University Center Theater. All films are free and open to the public. The UM 
Math Club is sponsoring the festival to celebrate Math Awareness Month, which has 
the theme this year of “Mathematics and the Brain.”
The film times, titles and brief summaries follow:
3:10 p.m. -  “The Early History of Mathematics.” This 29-minute video, 
produced by California Institute of Technology math Professor Tom Apostol, traces 
some of the landmark developments in the early history of mathematics, from 
Babylonian calendars on clay tablets produced 5,000 years ago to the introduction of 
calculus in the 17th century.
3:45 p.m. - “Myths About the Developing World.” In this 21-minute film,
Hans Rosling, a professor in Sweden’s renowned Karolinska Institute, makes important 
statistics data come alive using spectacular computer software.
-more-
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4:10 p.m. -  “The Great Pi/e Debate.” In this 40-minute piece, Williams 
College professors Colin Adams and Thomas Garrity use humor to answer the question 
that has plagued humankind since time immemorial: “Which is the better number, e or
__o w7w
4:55 p.m. - “Donald in Mathmagic Land.” This 27-minute 1959 Disney film 
follows Donald Duck to Mathmagic Land, where ancient Greeks tell him about some of 
their basic mathematical principles.
7 p.m. -  “Breaking Vegas.” In this 90-minute History Channel film, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology students jet to Las Vegas and other gambling hot 
spots to defy the odds with a sophisticated card-counting scheme that won them 
millions at blackjack.
For more information about the festival, call the UM math department at 406- 
243-5311. For more about the UM Math Club, visit
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